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Dear	Members	of	the	Committee,	
	
On	behalf	of	the	Friends	of	CT	State	Parks	(FCSP)	I	write	in	opposition	to	RB	336.	
FCSP,	a	coalition	of	29	volunteer	Friends	groups	with	over	7000	members	donates	
considerable	labor	each	year	to	enhance	visitor	experience	in	our	State	Parks	and	
Forests	(80,000	hours	per	year,	valued	at	$2.5	million	per	annum).	In	addition,	our	
groups	have	given	over	$8.5	million	in	goods,	land	and	equipment	to	a	struggling	
Park	System	that	has	been	seriously	underfunded	for	three	decades.	
	
The	adoption	of	the	Passport	to	the	Parks	Program	(three	years	ago	in	its	final	form)	
gave	hope	to	Parks’	many	dedicated	advocates	that	assured	funding	would	at	last	
become	available	to	begin	rebuilding	decimated	staffing	levels	and	to	repair	at	least	
some	aging	infrastructure.	Also,	critically,	services	that	had	been	cut	to	Parks’	13	
million	patrons	could	be	restored.	The	Friends	had	done	their	level	best	for	many	
years	to	shore	up	deficiencies	in	the	Park	System,	but	could	not	keep	pace	with	
Parks’	accelerating	decline.	
	
Passport	to	the	Parks	requires	a	very	modest	contribution	from	citizens-	$5	per	year	
(presently	$15	per	3-	year	registration	period)	in	exchange	for	outsized	benefit-	free	
admission	to	any	park.	The	popular	shoreline	parks	combined	visitation	is	
approximately	5	million	yearly.	Prior	to	Passport,	these	parks	charged	as	much	as	
$13	per	car	per	visit.	Free	admission	in	the	last	three	years	has	been	a	boon	to	all	
citizens	including	veterans	and	their	families.	In	EACH	of	the	three	years	since	the	
Passport	was	established,	Park	visitation	increased	at	least	10%	annually.	In	one	of	
the	three	years,	patronage	grew	by	20%.	Those	with	limited	resources,	especially,	
appreciated	free	access	to	Parks.	Instead	of	visiting	just	once	or	twice	during	the	
summer	season,	lower	income	families	or	any	family	with	a	limited	budget	could	
come	multiple	weekends	for	the	only	“vacation”	time	parents	could	provide	their	
children.	Indeed	every	user	group	including	the	disabled	and	seniors	flocked	to	
Parks.	During	the	pandemic,	our	State	Parks,	unlike	those	in	neighboring	states,	
never	closed	and	proved	vital	venues	for	housebound	and	isolated	citizens.	Patrons	
found	better	cared	for	facilities	and	a	safer	environment	due	to	increased	staff	
(seasonal)	numbers.	Local	businesses	reaped	the	benefit	of	increased	visitation	
boosting	regional	and	State	economies.	
	
The	Passport	Program	will	only	eventually	generate	sufficient	funds	to	cover	System	
costs	if	ALL	citizens	who	register	an	automobile	contribute.	A	request	to	exempt	
veterans	is	offered	I’m	sure	with	the	best	intention,	but	the	unintended	consequence	



of	such	a	proposal	will	be	to	open	the	floodgates	to	any	and	all	groups,	worthy	or	
not,	seeking	to	not	pay	anything	to	support	their	“shared	landscapes.”	If	everyone	
does	not	contribute,	soon	no	one	will	be	able	to	enjoy	our	natural	resources.	
	
By	opposing	Bill	336,	I	mean	no	disrespect	to	veterans.		My	Dad	was	a	multi-
decorated	World	War	II	veteran.	I	know	he	would	never	have	asked	or	expected	a	
special	exemption	from	a	terrific	program	like	Passport	to	the	Parks.	He	was	all	
about	family	and	making	life	the	best	that	he	was	able	for	his	children	and	
grandchildren.	If	he	knew	that	by	not	contributing	his	five	dollars	per	year,	he	made	
our	Parks	and	Forests	(which	he	loved)	less	accessible	for	his	descendants,	he	would		
quite	frankly	have	been	very	upset.	Veterans	more	than	most	understand	that	we	
each	must	sacrifice	to	better	our	society	and	provide	the	greatest	benefits	to	the	
greatest	number.	
	
Please	protect	the	integrity	of	the	Passport	to	the	Parks	Program	by	allowing	no	
exemptions.	Oppose	RB	336	and	help	assure	that	our	CT	Parks	and	Forests	will	still	
be	there	for	the	next	generations.	
	
Respectfully	submitted,	
	
Eileen	Grant,	President	Friends	of	CT	State	Parks	
	
	
	


